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evoking vividly the very life of the mind.
This is a work of imagination; and the
subject as he conceived it, which is the flux
of immediate experience in men in general,
requires imagination to read it at all. It
is a literary subject, like autobiography or
psychological fiction, and can be treated
only poetically; and in this sense Shake-
speare is a better psychologist than Locke
or Kant. Yet this gift of imagination is
not merely literary; it is not useless in
divining the truths of science, and it is
invaluable in throwing off prejudice and
scientific shams. The fresh imagination and
vitality of William James led him to break
through many a false convention. He saw
that experience, as we endure it, is not a
mosaic of distinct sensations, nor the ex-
pression of separate hostile faculties, such
as reason and the passions, or sense and the
categories; it is rather a flow of mental
discourse, like a dream, in which all divisions
and units are vague and shifting, and the
whole is continually merging together and
drifting apart. It fades gradually in the
rear, like the wake of a ship, and bites into
the future, like the bow cutting the water.